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We aim to provide a warm, friendly and individualised 

educational service that helps your child grow, learn discover, 

belong and connect with others and the environment. We are 

passionate about getting to know our students’ strengths, 

interests, and motivators. We provide an active and engaging 

program that builds new skills within the classroom, the 

outdoors and within the life skills domains. 

 

Mansfield Campus is an independent school from ages 5 – 18 

years. We are passionate about our health and wellbeing 

approach, where we create opportunities to embrace healthy 

choices from diet to exercise, as well as the skills to 

strengthen a student’s sense of connection and 

communication with others. We have a strong emphasis on 

understanding all of our students and families that are a part 

of our school. We know how autism can impact on individuals 

and families in unique ways and we understand and respect 

the diversity that is autism. We are extremely proud of our 

program, and we celebrate all successes and achievements. 

 

 

We look forward to forming a genuine, open, and 

authentic partnership with you and your family. 
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Our Vision 

About Us 

Autistic people reaching their goals and aspirations within their family and 

community. 

 

Our Mission 
To improve the lives of autistic people and their families through the provision 

of individualised and integrated services from our Centre of Excellence. 

 

Our Philosophy 
“The client with Autism’s family are their most important teachers, and we 
aim to give them the understanding, the confidence and the 

determination necessary for the successful parenting of their child/adult – 

That is our goal and nothing less is enough.” Joan Curtis “ Autism …. A 

Family Affair” 

 

About MASS 
We are an independent not for profit organisation, which supports young 
people living with autism and their families. We offer a wide range of services for  

autistic people and their families. Our services have been designed as a ‘wrap 
around’ model – each service complements and enhances the quality of care we 

provide our clients. 

 

We are based in Mansfield in North East Victoria but offer a state-wide service to the 

whole of Victoria. Our local based services operate within the heart of the Mansfield 

community, enjoying the idyllic location and warm community support. We also 

recognise the importance of working within the family home and provide an in-home 

service where we travel across Victoria to join in the lives of our families. 

 

MASS is staffed by a group of professionals who are passionate about 

upholding and promoting the unique culture which is MASS. We aim to enhance a 

client’s quality of life by building skills of independence through a strengths-based 

approach. 

 

The service was started in 1968 by a parent, Dr Joan Curtis, who identified that ‘the 

child’s family are their most important teachers’. At MASS we seek to uphold this 

philosophy by working alongside families, education settings and service providers to 

instil understanding, confidence and determination to create the best outcomes for 

people with autism. 

 

Democratic and Guiding Principles: 

Mansfield Autism Services supports and promotes the principles and practice of 

Australian democracy, including a commitment to: 

•Elected government •The rule of law •Equal rights for all before the law 

•Freedom of religion * Freedom of speech and association 

•The values of openness and tolerance 

 

 
 

Our Values 

PWe are inspired by 

assionate 

our clients and families 

and wear ‘our heart on 

our sleeves’. We value a 

sense of spark and 

enthusiasm for what we 

do with our clients. 

EWe strive to be a 

xcellence 

Centre of Excellence 

through continued 

learning and reflection 

and our clients are im- 

portant teachers. 

FWe provide integrated 

lexible 

services that are 

responsive and seamless 

to strengthen the 

capacity of our clients 

and families. 

CWe value trust that 

onnected 

fosters a strong attitude 

of togetherness, 

achievement and ‘can 

do’ attitudes. 

RWe value and 

esilient 

support the physical 

and mental health and 

wellbeing of our clients, 

families and staff. We 

stay strong together. 

AWe provide services 

uthentic 

in ‘real life’ and 

experience first-hand the 

lives of our clients and 

families. 



Our School 
he programs at our Mansfield campus are individualised and flexible. We have a strong emphasis on 

health and wellbeing, building personal and social capabilities and life skills. We want students to feel a 

sense of belonging and connectedness while at school. 

 

Our current programs at the Mansfield Campus are: 

• Day Students – ages 5 – 18 years. Approx 3 classrooms. 9am to 3 pm.  

• Therapeutic Residential Behaviour Support – a nine-week residential placement. High support teacher 

student ratio. 

• Transition Unit – dual enrolment with a local primary school, learning the skills to engage in a 

mainstream classroom. Up to 6 students with 1 teacher / 1 teacher assistant. 

• Hands On @The Farm – a therapeutic and practical day at our Farm with a focus on reducing anxiety 

and building social skills. Up to 6 students with 1 teacher / 1 teacher assistant. 

 

The school is committed to offering students a safe and supportive environment which allows students a 

chance to explore a range of activities and interest areas in a safe and supported way. As with all our services, 

our students are at the centre of our planning. We believe that all people should be supported to realise their 

individual capacities for physical, social, emotional and intellectual development. Here at MASS, we place a 

strong emphasis on health and wellbeing, building relationships, social skills and confidence in learning. We 

are committed to offering students a safe and supportive environment wherein students develop 

foundational skills alongside the skills and capabilities outlined in the Victorian Curriculum learning areas.  
 

Our model prioritises building an understanding of the person, as well as the interplay between autism and 

the person’s life and learning. All students have an Individual Learning Plan, developed in consultation with a 
student’s family, carers and Care Team. It forms part of the ongoing assessment, planning, teaching and 
evaluation cycle we engage in for each of our students.  

 

We seek to establish respectful relationships with our students and their families. We ask that all families 

work with our teaching staff and that our teaching staff collaborate and communicate with our parents and 

families. Together, we work to provide a transparent and open educational service. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

T 
 



 

Our Curriculum 
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 sets out what every student should learn during their first eleven years of schooling. 

The curriculum is the common set of knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social 

development, and active and informed citizenship.  

 

The objectives of the Victorian Curriculum are the same for all students. The curriculum offers flexibility for teachers 

to tailor their teaching in ways that provide rigorous, relevant and engaging learning and assessment opportunities 

for students with disabilities. 

 

Most students can engage with the curriculum provided the necessary adjustments are made to the complexity of 

the curriculum content and to the means through which students demonstrate their knowledge, skills and 

understanding. 

 

For other students, appropriate adjustments to 

the complexity of the curriculum content, 

focusing instruction on content different to that 

taught to others in their age group will need to 

be made.  

 

For some students, their learning will be below 

the Victorian Curriculum Foundation standards. 

‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian Curriculum’ (also referred to as ‘Levels A to D’) provides this cohort of 

students with access to curriculum content and standards that enables them to move toward the learning 

described at Foundation level. 

Levels A to D are not associated with any set age or year level that links chronological age to cognitive 

progress – they focus on progressing students from a pre-intentional to intentional engagement in learning 

and support students to develop their independence as they explore, participate, and engage in the world 

around them. As they progress through these levels, students become more independent learners and the amount of support can be faded out. 

 

*Note: we are exempt from teaching languages and digital technologies at our Mansfield Campus 

 

    

 

 

 

 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/learningneeds/Pages/ables.aspx


 
Our Curriculum  

 



 
Our Timetable 
This is an example of our timetable at the Mansfield Campus for our Day Students.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 Morning Walk / 

Drumming 

Morning Walk / 

Drumming 

Morning Walk / 

Drumming 

Morning Walk / 

Drumming 

Morning Walk / 

Drumming 9:30 

10:00 Literacy – All about 

Me 

Personal & Social 

Capabilities 
Numeracy 

Personal & Social 

Capabilities 

Literacy – Social 

Stories 10:15 

10:30 Morning Tea 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Morning Tea 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Morning Tea 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Morning Tea 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Morning Tea 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 10:45 

11:00 

11:15 Sensory Sensory Sensory Sensory Sensory 

11:30 Literacy / 

Communication 

Literacy Community 

Excursion / 

Geography 

Dance Numeracy 

11:45 

12:15 Functional Skills / 

Independence 

Functional Skills / 

Independence 

Functional Skills / 

Independence 

Functional Skills / 

Independence 

Functional Skills/ 

Independence 

12:30 Lunch  
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Lunch 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Lunch 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Lunch 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 

Lunch 
Nutrition, Social Skills, 

Games, Independence 
12:45 

1:00 

1:15 Relaxation Relaxation Community 

Excursion 
• Geography 

• Functional skills 

• Communication 

Relaxation Relaxation 

1:30 Health & Personal 

Capabilities 

Health & Personal 

Capabilities 

Physical Health & 

Wellbeing 
 Swimming 
 

Fun Friday 
• Social Skills 

• Games 

• Music 

1:45 

2:00 Physical Health & 

Wellbeing 
o Swimming 

Physical Health & 

Wellbeing 
o Equine Facilitated 

Learning 

 

2:15 

2:30      

2:45 Independence 

Skills Pack Up / 

Goodbye 

Independence 

Skills Pack Up / 

Goodbye 

Independence Skills 

Pack Up / Goodbye 

Independence Skills 

Pack Up / Goodbye 

Independence 

Skills Pack Up / 

Goodbye 

3.10 Finish 

        Cognitive / 

Workboxes 

 Physical / 

Health 
 
 

Self-

Regulatory 
 

 

Relational  

 

Independence  

 

Sensory / OT 

/ Relaxation 



Individual 
Learning 

Plan

ASD-Specific Foundation 
Skills:

Communication (expressive 
and receptive)

Social and emotional skills

Independent living 
(functional) skills

Victorian Curriculoum 
Learning Areas:

English/Literacy

Mathematics/Numeracy

Personal and Social Capability

Health and Physical Education

The Arts

Integrated Curriculum 
(science/humanities)

Developed by teachers in 
collaboration with:

Parents/carers

Care Team

Allied Health Professionals

Informed by:

ASD-specific assessments 

Curriculum specific 
assessments

Family/carer input

Allied health professional 
input

 

  Individualised Approach 
 

All students have Individual Learning Plans with goals set for ASD-specific foundational skills and each of the key learning areas of the Victorian Curriculum. We take a holistic 

view when planning and encourage pediatricians and allied health staff to contribute the individual’s learning plan. The classes at each campus are grouped based on the needs 

of the students and their individual programs. All ILP’s will be discussed at our Student Support / Care Team meetings, parents will be provided with a copy of the ILP which are 

updated twice per year (Term 1 and Term 3) 

  



 

 Further Information 
 

SCHEDULE OF SCHOOL FEES - DAY STUDENTS 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The information outlined in the table above is effective as of 1 January 2022 but may be subject to change. For further information, please contact MASS  

 

 

Application Fee  
We do not charge an application fee or an administration fee to process an application for 

enrolment.  

Mansfield Campus Day students and 

Dookie Campus Secondary School Fees  

2022 Fees are $11,200 per annum. 

 

Part time student fees are $56 per day.  

Fees are invoiced at the beginning of each term and are due 30 days from invoice date. 

Additional Costs  

Most activities are included within the annual fee.  

There may be some additional (subsidised) activities throughout the year.  

  



CONTACT US 

 
Mansfield Campus 

 

81 Highett St, Mansfield, 3722 

 Email: 

info@autismmansfield.org.au 

Phone: (03) 5775 2876 

 

ABN 14 006 171 580 

Registered School No. 1935 

School Times 

Term Dates and other Holidays 

The school day is from 9am to 3.00 pm. 

Mansfield School runs on the Victorian School Holiday 

dates – with an additional week holidays mid-year. 

Approximately two days per term are allocated to 

student free days for staff to be involved in 

Professional Development, Report Writing and 

Planning. 

 

Term Dates 2022 
Term 1: 28th January to 8th April 

Term 2: 26th April to 24th June 

Term 3: 18th July to 16th September 

Term 4: 3rd October – 16th December 

 

 

Student Support Meetings / Care 
Team 
Parent teacher meetings are conducted twice per 

year, in Term 1 and Term 3.  

Parents can contact staff at Mansfield School 

regarding any day-to-day queries. We encourage a 

collaborative approach and have regular 

communication with our parents. 

 

 
Feedback, Compliments & Complaints 
Any feedback, compliments or complaints may be 

given through the website www.autismmansfield.org. 

au or by emailing feedback@autismmansfield.org.au. 

 

 
Policies 
Our annual reports, strategic plan and a copy of our 

policies can be found on our website 

www.autismmansfield.org.au.  

 

         

Healthy Food 

Students are required to bring their own 

fresh fruit snack, lunch and water bottle. To keep in 

line with Mansfield’s Health and Wellbeing 
Curriculum we request that students be provided 

with a healthy     lunch. We have kitchen facilities 

available for students.  

Uniform 

There is no uniform at our Mansfield Campus. 

We encourage practical clothes and sneakers 

for walking. 
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